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Dear Al: 


Am attaching hereto some Xerox copies of 
my compilation of Junior Republics which comprise 
what I have and what has been broucht to my at- 
tention. You will note the Cennecticut Junior 
Republic is missing because I de not have the in- 
formation that you do and would like te get it 
so as to include it in the listing. Or perhaps 
you could do it and send me a copy to include with 
what I have. 


You will also note that various dates have 
come to light in connection with George Junior Re- 
public. Just wonder if all denomations were made 
for the various years or just some, De you have 
any thoughts on it? 


Another thing, I do not know the town and/or 
instituioens that used the various tokens and it 
would be necessary to include that information in 
order to complete the study. 


Started to write this letter to you at the 
office in January, but just get around to it now. 
Leoking ferward toe hearing from you soon, i am 


Sincerely, 


AGNAR WAHLBERG, OFFICIAL REPORTER 


AGNAR WAHLBERG 

432 U. S. Court House 
Los Angeles CA 90012 
January 29, 1970 


Dear Al: 


Many thanks for your Christmas card and your note. Was real glad 
to hear from you because I was wondering whet had happened, if anything. 
Am spending a week in Palm Springs while my judge is out of town which 
gives me a chance to catch up on some of my correspondence. 


I have picked up e few prison and jail tokene in the past year, also 
some Junior Republics, which I will list for you because I know that is 
one of your strong fortes. A year ago you listed what Junior Republics 
you had and I will list what I now have and see whet we core up with. 


George Junior Republic: Al! obverse the same "George Junior Republic 
Founded 1895"; 1¢ Oct. Al with date 1907, 5¢ Uct. Al with date 1907, 5¢ Rd. 
Al with date 1900, 10¢ Rd. Al with date 1900, 50¢ Rd. Al with date 1900, 

(I note you have an Oct. A). 5¢ dated 1910.) I have one of the, what I call 
medals, of bronze with "George's" picture, and from your rubbings you have 
another one, a larger one, both dated 1946, I believe there were sort of 
a 50th anniversary since it was founded in 1895. 


Journal Junior Republics Your rubbing showe a bronze 1¢, which I have, 
In addition I have a 25¢, silver nick, but dated 1897, whereas the 1¢ is 
dated 1898, Incidentally the latter, the 25¢, is pictured in Dr. Wright's 
book as #1477. I can't account for the difference in dateer, 


Your Commonwealth of Lyman School seems to me to be either another 
"Junior Republic" or something like it. Tor example, I have a piece, Rd. 
Al 1¢ with the obverse "@hicago Boys Club" and the reverse a Roman numeral 
I with nothing else. Evidentally they triad to do souething along these 
lines for boys in Chicago. 


Going back to George for a moment, I noticed in TAMS Maverick column 
#1519 what appears to be a George Junior Republic token and showing the 
initials "C, G. JR." which might give us Mr. George's first name, Also I 
an told that the George Junior Republic tokens were used in California at 
the Boys School at Chino. This is hard to belfeve and I am checking it out. 


Was very interested in hearing about the Conn. Junior Republic and would 
like to be brought up to date on it. The set I sent you was the Mississippi 
State Prison tokens, and I asked $15, for the set, but would be very happy 
to trade if we can get togethédr. Am also expecting to get sone scrip from 
San Quentin, which I can trade if you need some. 


Regards, 


DIREAL 
® DcRIN 
+ 
one 
ese 
32 U. S. Court House 


Los Angeles Ca 90012 
July 16, 1969 


’ 


Deer Als 
In going over my correspondence files I find 
T heven't heerd from you for almost six months. 
Hope there is nothing serious thet hes teken your 
time eway from your hobby. 
Also wonder if you heve scquired enything new 
in the wey of iail or prison tokens; or if you heve 
developed enything further tn connect‘on with the JR 
republic thet you hed meda contect with. 
I @id have vw bout w'th the @octors, hospiter1s, 
pnd whet heve you, but am now beck et work end keep- 
ing busy. Even with ell this, + have run. .ecross some 
new items end em presently workinge on e new up-to-dete 
list es comprered with the one I mede out some time ago. 
Trust everything is okay with you end looking for- 


werd to herring from you soon. 


if ¢ bes 
i aes 
Aree RY, | 


Myo South Calle Marcus 
‘alm Springs Ca 92262 
February 18, 1969 


Dear Al: 


This is im reply to your letter of 5 February 1969. The delay 
has been occasioxed by my heving spent the last three weeks in the 
hospital usdergoieg further teste, In fact, I was sent here rather 
then staying im the hospital while they made further tests back east 
where the slides have row been sent. It is nothing really serious, 
just soxething the doctors want to double eheck before they take any 
action, ; 


An glad that Tom Carper has something you cam use, and your men- 
tion of the Tucker State Farm tokens is most interesting. This is some- 
thing of a fiud and would be pleased to get the set catalogued ar soon 
&s you see it and describe it. Am sure I can do something for him in 
the way of Sing Sing tokene, but I did not keep his address, so have no 
way to contact him urless you ask him to write me or send me his address, 


Your feeling of the imadequacy of Burme book ig mine exactly; 

the more you look into it the more there seems to have been missed, 
Of course, he uced the questioneire approach and if they didu't answer 
they didu't anewer and he evidentally dide't follow it up im pergon, 
as it seems ove must do. I have come across this problem with other 
flelde of tokens, manufacturers or people I write to just do mot care 
to take the time to anewer, However, somes are very cooperative, which 
helps a little, , 


Your comments on the Connecticut Junior Republic is also interesting. 
Fortunately you are or the groued fleor and can get some answers. You 
might just weet to strike while the irox is hot and write up a chaper on 
them now for inclusion later, This iesue of TAMS is rather sparse (they 
have a new eGitor) ard something like thir would be of great interest. 


With respect to the Mississippi State Peritemtiary, am eaclaoing a 
set herewith, ard just to keep it umcomplicated will take $15. for them 
iw the hope that im the future you will find something that you can seal 
to me. 


Cordially, 


——— 


ALBERT CONN 
ia ON ameaiiaiey 


1470 south Calle Marcus 
Palm Springs, Ca 92262 
January 23, 1969 


Dear Als 


Sorry for the delay in answering your letter of pec- 
ember 5, but with the holidays and other personal matters, 
this is the best I can do. 


Your rubbings of the Junior Republics were very in- 
teresting, as was also the explanation for them. Frankly, 
I had never heerd of one until you mentioned it in your 
early correspondence, and it was a coindeme that I was able 
to spot one at the C&S auction. It also seems reasonable that 
the one from Lyman School 1s also one, as you suggest. The 
tie in with the Mutual Welfare League of Sing sing is very in- 
teresting and shall be looking forward to the details when you 
receive them, 


Speaking of Sing Sing varieties, I believe there is a 10¢ 
veriety also, though it will need checking. The metal is dife 
ferent from the other 10¢ and identical to the metal in the 
25¢ variety; also the word "Ten" seems ihicker. I am attempt- 
ing to get enlerged photographs made and then will submit the 
question to collectors through TAMS and see how many there are 
who have whet and try to determine their rarity. 


Since my lest letter I have received no new information 
or additions to my list. Have been thinking of an ad in some 
of the Numismatic press, or even asking for information in TANS. 
Whet can you sucgest? 


By the way, I recently came into possession of a couple 
of Mississippi State Penitentiary sets of 5¢, 10¢, 25¢ and 50¢. 
They are brass and similier in size to the Nevada state Peni-~ 
tenitary tokens. I would like to trade these fpr some duplicates 
that you may have, or will take $15. for the sot. 


You mention thet mu bought a Prench ison token some time 
ago. I also have a set of two that I purchased as Swiss, but I 
don't know, Both of them have on the obverse MONETA CONVICTUS 
PRIBURGENSIS in e cirle with a picture of a building and the date 
1840, one with a Roman I and the other with a Roman V¥. On the re = 
verse of the V DOMINUS SPES NOSTRAI and on the I DEUS NOSTRUM - 
AUXILIUM. Can you help suggesting what this might be. 


Kindest regards, 


ALBERT I. DONN - 100 CONSTITUTION PLAZA, SUITE 958 - HARTFORD - CONNECTICUT 06103 - PHONE 249-9321 


December 5, 1968 


Mr. Agnar Wahlberg 

Official Reporter 

U. S. District Court 

312 North Spring Street 

Los Angeles, California 90012 


Dear Ag: 


The rubbings you sent regarding the two varities of Sing-Sing 25¢ are very 
interesting. It is quite obvious that at least two sets of dies were used. 
In checking the piece which I own, it appears to be the type I variety. 
Just how much difference there is rarity wise would be pretty hard to say 
at this point, and unless a survey were to be taken, we would never know 
for sure. 


Perhaps you could get the ball rolling in TAMS; just send a picture of 
both and ask who owns how many of each. 


I am enclosing a series of rubbings of the Junior Republic items which I 
have, for your records. The Lyman School item has me puzzled as it could 
be either a Junior Republic issue or from a reformatory. I can guess that 
it would be from a Junior Republic based upon the inscription having a 
similarity to the Junior Republic issues. 


There is also a Junior Republic in Connecticut which is operated for about 
64 years. Iwas able to contact the director by phone and was assured of 

his cooperation. Based upon what information he is sending me, we may be 

able to unlock the entire Junior Republic story. 


Regarding the status of the Junior Republic from what I have been able to 
learn, they are private financed homes for emotionally disturbed and neg- 
lected children, orphans and wards of the court who could be compromised 
into a life of crime. The one here in Connecticut also takes boys from the 
State Reformatory on recommendation of the Juvenile Court. Tokens and 
scrip were in use here but were discontinued about 15-20 years ago and 

U. S. cash is currently being used by the boys. They are paid for work 
performed and they manage their own internal government as part of their 
training. As a matter of fact, I understand that Warden Osborne got the 
idea for this Mutual Welfare League after visiting a Junior Republic back 
in 1904. The Junior Republic has a mayor and court as well as other 
elected officials. This is only part of the history I have and as soon as 
I get all the details as were promised me, I will pass them on to you. 


Best personal regards, 


ne 


Pp. S. I bought a French prison token about two weeks ago. This is 
not a P.O.W. issue. I will check my list of tokens against one which you 


submitted and send along any additional information to bring the list up-to date. 
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Mr. Agnar Wahlberg 

Official Reporter 

United States District Court 
Southern District of California 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90012 


432 U. S. Court House 
Los Angeles 90012 
November 25, 1968 


Albert L. Donn 
P. 0. Box 11662 
Manchester Ct 0600 


Dear Al: 


This is in reply to your letter of November 7. Thanks 
for returning some of my records. Incidentally, anything 
that I Xerox and send to you, you can keep. There no doubt 
will be correspondence that should be in both our files as 
long as we are working on this project. 


You ask about the two varities of Sing Sing twenty five 
cents. I was as surprised as you to learn abovt it. This 
came to me from Mr. Feisel's list of prison tokens that he 
submitted. Since he gave no discription of them, I started 
looking through mine. Fortunately I have quite a few sets and 
in looking through them, sure enough I found one that was dif- 
ferent than the others that I hadn't noticed before. 


I carefully checked it, even went back to the original 
article in the Numismatist in January of 1916, the first article 
on any prison tokens, and it describes the same one pictured in 
Burns at page 371. Since the one I had was different I took it 
to be type 2, taking it for granted that the one in Burns should 
be type 1. Am attaching rubbings of both types. 


From a visual examination and comparison of the two I find 
the following: (1) The "twenty five" on Type 2 is thicker than 
Type 1; (2) the ornaments tn Type 2 to the right and lfeft are 
smaller than Type 1) Type 2 is thinner and darker, more of a 
lead color; $4) the reverse is very weakly stuck, with some of 
the ornaments almost invisable. 


Now I have a question for you. I have heard of Jurior Re- 
publics and nevsr had possessed one. Recently i obtained one 
from a mail auction, and am enclosing some rubbincs of it. Would 
appreciate being enlichtened on Junior Republics as to what they 
are. Somehow from your correspondence I had assumed them to be 
boys camps, sort of minimum security institutions for boys. 


Looking forward to any information you can give me, I am 


* 


ALBERT |, DONN - 100 CONSTITUTION PLAZA, SUITE 958 - HARTFORD - CONNECTICUT 06103 - PHONE 249-9321 


November 7, 1968 


United States District Court 
Southern District of California 
Mr. Agnar Wahlberg 

Official Reporter 

Los Angles, California 90012 


Dear Ag: 


Sorry to have taken so long in responding to your two previous letters, 
but with one thing or another I just had my difficulties. Was happy to 
learn, however, that you are back at the office again and well on the 
road to recovery. 


I am enclosing a bit of correspondence that you might like to have re- 
turned including a bill from Christensen & Stone (for your records). 


The tokens which you offered in exchange were received in good condition, 
and as far as I am conc eee we are even. Many thanks. Along the same 
lines of trade, I have a*few additional tokens which might result in 
duplicate. If the when this materializes, I will be happy to offer you 
any duplicates. I will look next weekend and see what I can add ina 
way of information to that which you have already recorded. One thing 
which I am concerned with primarily is the Sing-Sing prison 25¢ item 
supposedly in two varities. This is new to me and I would be very 
interested in seeing both types (or photos) for comparison. 


I have also written to Mr. Woodside at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania offering 
him some of the World War II P. 0. W. scrip. As this letter has just 
gone out, it is too early to pass on any of his comments. 

At any rate, I certainly appreciate your sending on copies of your 
correspondence regarding an exchange of ideas for the catalogue of 
penitentiary items. 

I am quite behind in my personal correspondence, but hopefully will be 
caught up and ready to go within the next week or two. In the meantime, 
hope this finds you in good health. 


Best personal regards, 
Albert I. Donn 


AID: .ms 
Encs. 
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432 U. S. Court House 
Los Angeles 90012 
October 29, 196% 


Dear Al: 


Thank you for sendinz me a cooy of your format for 
WWII POW scrip. Will be glad to return it when I have 
dicested it. 


Also you will find attached a list of prison tokens 
which are 2 compilation of what is contained in Burns book, 
your collection as set out in your correspondence, that of 
Mr. Feisel and wine. ‘You will not there is space at the 
end for additions, ete., and would appreciate your filling 
in anything that is ommitted, or making any corrections you 
feel necessary, after wiich I will make up a more complete 
list to work with. . 


Also attached is some correspondence with “r. Feisel, 
which I believe is self explanatory, as well as sone cor-= 
respondence with Mr. W. W. Woodside of Carnerie Museum. I 
would like to call your attention to Mr. Woodside's inquiry 
about POW tokens as I am sure you can be of assistance to 
him. Am confident there will be some mtual interest be- 
tween the two of you. 


I have left some extra room on the Xerox copies so you 
can list your junior republics and other material that you 
think should go in. If you have any suggestions that you 
think I should get, don't hestitate to let me know. ; 


Regards, 


432 0. S. Court House 
Los Angeles CA 90012 
October 1), 1968 


Duane H. Feisel 
P. D. Box 11661 
Palo Alto CA 94306 


Dear Mr. Feisel: 


In reading over the October issue of TAMS I 
note an ad under "Tokens Wanted" that listed among 
other catagories, that of prison tokens. 

The undersigned, with the assistancs of Mr, 
Albert Donn of Hartford, Connscticut, is embarking 
upon the task of getting up a catalos of prison tokens. 
Since this is a very limited field, it is necessary to 
contact svery collector we can who is interested in 
this field and has any tokens to check against. 


Accordinrely it would be very much a»opreciated if 
you would be good enouch to list or summrizea the 
prison tokens you have in order to check against ours. 
In return, if you are interested, we would be pleased 
to do the same, Also if you have any for sale or trar 
wovld you be good enough to let us know what you have 


Thanking you in advance for your courtesy in t) 
matter, I am 


Yours very truly, 


Agnar Wahlberg T/ 


‘ys zie CODE 


432 U. S. Court House 
Los Angeles CA 90012 
October 1h, 1968 


Dear Al: 


This is in reply to your letter of 3 October 1968. Under 
separate dofer am sending the following: one cent Sing Sing, 
S¢, 10¢, 25¢, 50¢ ciover leaf Arkansas set, also a set of the 
Idaho red fibre 1f, 5¢, 10¢, 25¢ $1.00 (there is no 50¢ just 
as we don't seem to have any 50¢ in our currency at present). 

Am sending the entire set of Idaho rather than break it up by — 
just sending the if. 


With reference to +hs vattihetion, am esnd@baéne herewith 

the billing from Christensen & Stone, from whom I obtained the 

and 10¢ Arkansas, which averages fis, per token. Also ene 
closed is the 2x2 that contained the ons cent Sing Sing. It is 
merely a coincidence that these total #0. At San Diecd re- 
cently at the TAMS show I paid $35. for the set which I am send- 
ing to you. The principal source cof prison tokens are the mail 
auctions as we have no token dealers at our local shows, and they 
are hard to find and go fairly high. In fact, Christensen * Stone 
are presently putting minimum bids on thsse tokens when they cet 
them. For instance, just looking over some recent purchases, I 
paid $9. for a 10¢ Nevada, $8. for a 25¢ Nevada, $7. for a five 
cent Sing Sing and $8. for a ten cent Sing Sing. Have been pick- 
ing up all the prison tokens I can find, and I usually call in my 
bid at the last moment, and this is the way prices are going. I 
trust with this explaination you will ses why I thought we had 
a fair swap. 


Regarding the catalog, am pleased to call upon your exper- 
idence in this field, so will defer to your saggestion as to start- 
ing it off. (if you have a copy of your WW II scrip catalog, I 
would like to buy or borrow a copy to see the general format.) 
Also what did we decide in separating tokens and scrip, or should 
they be combined? Am also attaching a letter of inquiry toa 
dealer/collector of prison tokens. 


Thank you for your well wishes. Presently am back at the 
office and feeling pretty well although still under doctor's care, 
Looking forward to hearing from your sogn. 


Cordially, 


ALBERT |. DONN - 100 CONSTITUTION PLAZA, SUITE 958 - HARTFORD - CONNECTICUT 06103 - PHONE 249-9321 


3 Octbber, 1968 


Dear Ag? 


Nice to hear from you again, and that you liked the lot of penitentiary 
scrip I sent you, "as quite surprised tho to learn that you haven't 

been feeling well, and hope that your check-up shows that you are better 
than you thought. 


As I mentioned to you earlier, would be very happy to colaborate with you 
on a catalog of prison issues, and will pass the ball back to you to get 
things rolling. As you know, I had some experiance in this field when I 
did up the catalog on WV II POW scrip, and perhapd we can follow the same 
general format. e could start off by deviding the catalog into catagories, 
eg: State "rison, Federal Penitentiary, Jail, Rkeformatory, Jr. Republic, 
and further classify these by State etc. What do you think? 


Ke parding the list of duplicates that you mentioned, I can use them all. 
hese are as follows: 


1¢ Sing Ping 
i¢ Idaho red fiber 
Arkansas set, 5¢, 10¢, 25¢, 50¢ clover leaf 


The only question that I have regarding this wwap as as to your valuation. 

All the prison tokens that I have, cost me less than $5 each, both in 

actial cash expended, and/or trade mdse, It seems to me that the %40 value 
that you placed on this lot is a bit “much", Unless I am mistaken, I believe 
that I informed you in my note that I have sold these scrip items individually 
at retail @ $3 each and had hoped that this price (that which I charged you) 
would be reciprocal in the event of a swap. At any rate, I don't want you 

to loose any money on my account, and do what you must. I would like the 

lot tho. 


In the mean time, I hope that this finds you well and back into the swing of 
things, and I'll be looking forward to hearing from you soon, 


Best personal regards, 


ae Dy Bees 
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Springs CA 92262 
September 26, 1968 
Al Dom 
P. 0. Box 1173 
Manchester, Com, 06040 
Dear Mr. Donn: 


Your letter and contents reached me at Palm Springs, where I am presently 


forwarded, so it really won't make much difference where you address me. 
4m much interested in the prison scrip and will mail you a check for it 
one 


them, Durns lists some aluminum round tokens used from 1950 to 1956; I am en- 
¢. to the belief that these brass 4-leaf design were oarlier than that. 
If sted will trade these 6 items for the scrip, otherwise will mail you 


undertaken first, And this can include what you can "junior republic and re- 
formatory" tokens as well as city jails that use tokens, 


Perhaps the first step is to make up a list of known institutions that 
are or have issued tokens, then send them a questionsire as to their current 
status and other pertinent information, Using your list of 14 April (unless you 
have added to it), and Burns as far as he goes, plus a listing of whatever else 
you have in the way of junior republics, would be a start. Currently I have a 
pp Sp eegers gers l on dhe Es gape (Indianapolis), 
a 5¢ and 10¢ Michigan Reformatory (Jackson). 


some suggestions on how to got the show off the road, and am looking forward to 


Cordially, 


ALBERT I. DONN - 100 CONSTITUTION PLAZA, SUITE 958 - HARTFORD - CONNECTICUT 06103 - PHONE 249-9321 


Al Moun 
(77> Bay 1173 


Maucheter Conn OLOYOo September 9, 1968 


Mr. Agnar Wahlberg 

Official Reporter 

U, S, District Court 

Southern District of California 
432 U. S. Court House 

Los Angeles, California 90012 


Dear Mr. Wahlberg: 


Excuse the delay in acknowledging yours of 10 June; however, with one 
thing or another I have just been unable to find the time for my per- 
sonal correspondence. Needless to say, your letter was well received 
as well as your interesting comments. 


T am enclosing a selection of Prison and Reformatory Scrip similar to 
the piece I sent you some time back. (This previous item was sent to 
you in the way of a gift with my compliments.) The 38 items contained 
in this selection represent one of each type that I have available in 
duplicate. ‘The price for the entire lot, if you can use them, is $40, 
or pick what you want at $1.50 each. I do have one additional lot 
exactly the same as those enclosed. If you need them for trading pur- 
poses as well as a few odds and ends, these would be available at the 
same price. 


I might add, however, that 1 was promised a few additional varities 

by way of trade, and if and when these materialize and if there by any 
duplicates, J will keep you advised. Also, | might add that 1 do have, 
perhaps an additional 2U or 25 pieces of similar type in my own collec~ 
tion but regret that I have no duplicates of these to offer you. Per- 
haps some day 1 will be able to prepare a list for you of my complete 
scrip holdings. 


TI might add, also, at this point, that 1 would be more than willing to 
help you in the preparation of your catalogue of correctional institu- 
tion currency if and when you feel that you would like to undertake such 
a monumental task. In addition to the types of items I have previously 
mentioned, I also have several Junior Republic Tokens from three or four 
different reformatory type institutions which you might like to include 
in your proposed listing. 
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